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Winsford  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

o“  HEALTH  FOR  1914. 


Population  at  Census  1891,  10,440. 

Population  at  Census  1901,  10,382.  Decrease,  58. 

Population  at  Census  1911,  10,772.  Increase,  390. 

Estimated  Population,  1914,  10,850. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  5,780 — 100  =  5,680. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  2,372.  1  At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*54./  1911. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District:  Albert  Infirmary, 
in  Wharton.  (Receives  from  Middlewich). 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District :  Union  Workhouse  at 
Northwich.  Infectious  Diseases’  Hospitals  at  Daven- 
ham  and  Marbury  Other  Hospitals  and  Asylums, 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
Nil. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  23*4. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  (corrected)  in, 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births.  104. 

Hospital :  In  Northwich  Rural  District. 

Workhouse:  In  Northwich  Urban  District. 

Each  birth  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*09217. 

Each  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*08676. 
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TABLE  16. 

( Local  Government  Board  Tajjj!  I.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 


V  F.  A  R 

Population  estim¬ 
ated  to  Middle  of 
each  Year 

Births 

Total 

Deaths 

R  EG  I  STEREO 
IN  THE 

District. 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  thf.  District. 

Uncorrected 

N  umber. 

Nett. 

of  Non-residents 
registered  in 
the  District. 

of  Residents 
not  registered  in 
the  District 

Under  i  Year  of 
Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

Kate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  Nett 

Births. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1909 

10694 

269 

... 

25-1 

138 

... 

4 

8 

31 

115 

142 

13*3 

1910 

10733 

287 

... 

267 

136 

... 

3 

... 

24 

84 

1 33 

12 ‘4 

19 1  I 

10772 

268 

.. 

24-9 

145 

•  • 

1 

4 

39 

147 

148 

137 

1912 

1081 1 

284 

... 

267 

153 

... 

2 

18 

29 

102 

169 

15-6 

1913 

10850 

255 

... 

235 

149 

1 1 

13 

37 

145 

151 

13-1 

1914 

10850 

269 

270 

24-9 

123 

2 

7 

28 

104 

128 

1 1  1 

TABLE  17. — (Local  Government  Board  Table  II.) 
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TABLE  18. 

(Local  (jrovernment  Board  Table  III.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 
Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN), 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  ol 
“  Residents”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  Distr^^ 

=«.S 

"s  V 

, r. ,  «  -2  *3 
-a  72,  c  c 
«  *  . 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 
year. 

1  &  under 
2  years. 

1  2  &  under 

5  vears. 

5  &  under 
15  vears. 

S-i  ^ 

4>  . 

"O  £ 

3  <u 
^ 

u~, 
l r>  N 

HH 

cu  . 
T3  £ 

=  3 

3  V 
> 

LO 
1/-,  t4* 

*- 

V  . 

-r;  m 

1— • 

3  g 

J  U1 
LO^O 

"3- 

65  &  up¬ 
wards. 

Total  De; 

whetherof  “R( 

or  “  non-Resic 

Institutions 

District 

.  ~  f  Certified 

All  Causes  ;  TT  -c  A 

^  U  ncertihed  .. 

128 

28 

4 

5 

5 

7 

13 

17 

49 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

.  •  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

•  •  . 

.  •  . 

... 

Measles 

.  .  . 

•  . 

•  •  . 

.  •  • 

•  *  • 

, , 

... 

.  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

•  •  • 

r  ,  • 

•  . 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

3 

I 

. .  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  # 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  ... 

3 

1 

2 

•  • 

Erysipelas 

.  *  . 

. . . 

» .  . 

.  .  • 

,,, 

.  •  • 

... 

Phthisis 

( Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

5 

2 

2 

I 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

3 

I 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

Other  Tuberculous  1  diseases 

2 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

I 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

9 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

. . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

.  •  . 

... 

Meningitis.. 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

>5 

.  .  • 

. .  . 

2 

7 

6 

Bronchitis 

12 

4 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

1 

1 

. .  • 

1 

. . . 

.  •  • 

4 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira¬ 
tory  Organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

3 

3 

. .  . 

,  , 

... 

.  •  • 

,  , 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

... 

Alcoholism 

•  •  • 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Nephritis&  Bright’s  Disease 

5 

.  • . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

t 

. .  . 

.  . 

1 

. . . 

.  •  . 

Other  Accidents  and  Dis¬ 
eases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  includ¬ 
ing  Premature  Birth  .. 

14 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

... 

. , 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

.  •  • 

... 

. 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

40 

3 

I 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

1 

28 

3 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

128 

28 

4 

5 

5 

7 

13 

17 

49 

5 

Sub-Entries — included  in 
above  figures. 
Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

33 


TABLE  19. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  IV.) 

Infant  Mortality. 

1914.  Nett  DeathsYrom  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 


1  Year  of  Age. 

Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


All  Causes. 


Certified 

Uncertified 


r 

| 

i 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping;  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis  ... 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth  ... 

Atrophy,  Debility,  &  Marasmus 
Other  Causes 


<u 

u 

£ 


S-I 

<u 

c 


13 


Totals 


C/3 

rX 

03 

<u 

£ 

I 


t n 

<v 

03 


rr> 

1 

n 


I 

1 

9 

2 


13 


3-4  Weeks. 

|  Total  under 
|  4  Weeks. 

4  Weeks  and 
|  under  3  Months. 

J  3  Months  and 
|  under  6  Months. 

6  Months  and 
under  9  Months. 

9  Months  and 
under  1 2  Months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

... 

15 

4 

3 

4 

2 

28 

2 

I 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

'J 

J 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

10 

2 

2 

1 

I 

2 

... 

15 

4 

3 

4 

2 

28 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


legitimate  258 
illegitimate  12 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


legitimate  infants  27 
illegitimate  infants  I 


34 


TABLE  20.  £ 

Births  1914. 


OYER. 

Of  which  Ille- 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate. 

gitimate. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  Quarter 

15 

29 

44 

— 

1 

2 

3 

2nd  ,, 

26 

30 

56 

— 

0 

0 

0 

3rd  „ 

23 

21 

44 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4th  „ 

23 

23 

46 

— 

2 

2 

4 

T  otal 

87 

103 

190 

— 

4 

5 

9 

WHARTON. 

1st  Quarter 

8 

14 

22 

0 

0 

0 

2nd  „ 

9 

13 

22 

— 

0 

1 

1 

3rd  „ 

8 

9 

17 

— 

0 

0 

0 

4th  „ 

8 

11 

19 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

33 

47 

80 

1 

2 

3 

Winsford  Total 

120 

150 

270 

24*9 

5 

7 

12 

TABLE  21. 


Shewing  Deaths,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1914. 


Quarter 

Ending. 

Total  Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

rt 

8 

-G 

u 

a 

3 

r 

'Tr, 

-G 

Ph 

Other  Tuberculosis. 

At  65 
Years 
and  up¬ 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

March  31 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

32 

11*2 

13 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

June  30 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

31 

10*8 

10 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Sept.  30 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

26 

9*0 

8 

6 

0 

9 

0 

0 

2 

Dec.  31 

•  •  ( 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

39 

13*5 

18 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

Total 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

128 

11T 

49 

28  , 

3 

4 

1 

6; 

4 

TABLE  22 


Notifications  of  Infections  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Cerebro¬ 

spinal 

Meningitis. 

Polio¬ 

myelitis. 

Typhus. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipelas.  | 

Puerperal  i 

Fever.  1 

Phthisis. 

Other  Forms 

of  Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

TOTAL. 

1890 

_ 

_ 

23 

9 

3 

6 

1 

A 

. 

- 

42 

1891 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

5 

9 

2 

— 

— 

15 

1892 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

12 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

43 

1893 

3 

— 

— 

— 

222 

3 

3 

32 

6 

— 

— 

269 

1894 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

23 

1895 

. — 

— 

— 

31 

— 

2 

9 

4 

— 

— 

46 

1896 

— 

— 

— 

— 

173 

4 

1 

17 

2 

— 

— 

197 

1897 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

25 

2 

1 

19 

— 

— 

— 

47 

1898 

— 

— 

— 

11 

2 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

22 

1899 

— 

— 

— 

18 

2 

1 

17 

1 

— 

— 

39) 

1900 

— 

— 

— 

114 

6 

4 

21 

2 

■ — ■ 

— 

147J‘ 

1901 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

2 

5 

18 

3 

— 

93 

1902 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

8 

1 

12 

3 

— 

— 

44 

1903 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

12 

4 

— 

— 

23 

1904 

— 

— 

— 

20 

1 

2 

20 

• — 

— 

— 

43 

1905 

— 

— 

— 

25 

2 

1 

21 

2 

— 

— 

51 

1906 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

9 

2 

19 

2 

— 

— 

38 

1907 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

34 

20 

1 

16 

9 

— 

— 

80 

1908 

— 

— 

— 

1 

228 

29 

4 

14 

4 

— 

— 

280 

1909 

— 

— 

— 

— 

420 

25 

• — 

14 

9 

— 

— 

468 

1910 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

8 

— 

14 

1 

— 

- — • 

78 

1911 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

14 

9 

4 

13 

1 

4 

■ — 

45 

1912 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

46 

16 

15 

2 

16 

— 

104 

1913 

— 

— - 

2 

— 

16 

120 

4 

19 

2 

11 

8 

182 

1914 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

102 

2 

3 

1 

12 

8  I 

149 

I 

/y/<T  of  %  2/  Ofl 

3f 

37 


TABLE  23. 


giths  from  Special  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Cerebro¬ 

spinal 

Meningitis. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Forms 

of  Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

1890 

_ 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

11 

_ 

27 

1891 

— 

— 

r 

2 

— 

— 

13 

** 

( 

14 

— 

— 

1  | 

37 

1892 

— 

— 

i 

5 

— 

5 

— 

3 

9 

— 

— 

1 

24 

1893 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

12 

— 

3 

1 

36 

1894 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

12 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

27 

1895 

— 

— • 

•  > 

O 

— 

— 

9 

1 

17 

10 

— 

5 

_  j 

45 

1896 

— 

— 

7 

3 

1 

3 

5 

21 

* - 

— 

40 

1897 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

33 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

56 

1898 

— 

- - 

2 

1 

— 

.  . 

— 

18 

11 

-- 

. 

— 

32 

18^9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

3 

6 

13 

— 

1 

i 

32 

1900 

— 

— - 

15 

2 

— 

— 

3 

6 

10 

— 

36 

1901 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— - 

1 

4 

6 

_ 

9 

Ml 

18 

1902 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

6 

5 

4 

9 

— 

— 

— 

29 

1903 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

8 

8 

— - 

1 

■ — 

18 

1904 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

4 

— 

— 

— 

21 

1905 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

21 

1 

6 

5 

— 

1 

o 

37 

1906 

_ 

— 

-= — 

4 

1 

— 

1 

7 

4 

— 

1 

i 

19 

1907 

— 

— , 

— 

5 

— 

1 

3 

2 

5 

— 

5 

i 

22 

1908 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— - 

2 

3 

10 

10 

— 

1 

— 

32 

1909 

— • 

8 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

2 

— 

22 

1910 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

6 

3 

— 

— 

2 

14 

1911 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

4 

— 

1 

— 

20 

1912 

— 

1 

1 

10 

2 

25 

— 

5 

6 

— 

1 

— 

51 

1913 

— 

- - 

— 

5 

1 

3 

— 

10 

4 

1 

— 

3 

27 

1914 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— - 

4 

1 

6 

4 

1 

— 

19 

38 


TABLE  24. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1914,  for  the  Urban  District  of  YVinsford  on  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection.  $ 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Written 

Inspections.  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  ... 

42 

•  •  • 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

116 

•  •  • 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

12 

•  •  • 

lotal  •••  •••  ••• 

170 

•  •  • 

2. — Defects 

Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 

Particulars.  Found. 

Remedied  H.M. 

of 

Inspector. 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Waut  of  Cleanliness  ...  12 

12 

•  •  • 

Other  Nuisances  ...  8 

8  ... 

•  •  • 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  7 

6 

•  •  • 

Total  ...  ...  27 

26 

•  •  • 

— 

—  — 

— 

3.~  Home 

Work. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Lists.  Contractors. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Makiug,  &c. 

2  9 

10 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Number 


114 


5. — Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector... 
Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 


1 

2 


TABLE  25. 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Year  ended 

December  31st,  1914. 

Winsford  Urban  District. 


A 

B 

C 

Number  of 

J-t 

<D 

Notices  served. 

Result  of  Service  of  Notices. 

Nature  of  Inspections  Made. 

2 

3 

53 

Statu¬ 

tory. 

Inform¬ 

al. 

Notices 

Remain 

Prosecutions. 

compli- 

ing  in 

Insti- 

Pend- 

ed  with. 

hand 

tuted. 

ing. 

I. 

Dwelling  Houses  (general  inspections) 

337 

18 

188 

IS5 

21 

2. 

Cellar  Dwellings  .. 

• . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

3- 

Back-to-Back  Houses 

•  • » 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4- 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c _ 

42 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

5- 

Courts,  Yards,  Passages  ... 

342 

18 

194 

192 

20 

6. 

Privy- Middens,  Earth  or  Pail  Closets  .. 

1439 

18 

255 

205 

68 

7- 

8. 

Cesspools  ... 

House  Drainage  ... 

25 

304 

l8 

7 

193 

7 

190 

21 

9- 

Ditches,  Watercourses,  &c. 

8 

8 

8 

IO. 

Offensive  Accumulations  .. 

56 

14 

14 

ii. 

The  keeping  of  Animals  (P,H.  A.,  1875, S.  91  (3) ) 

23 

12 

12 

12. 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

6 

.  •  « 

r3- 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  (Public) 

.  ,  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  1 

,,  (Private) 

136 

14 

14 

(b)  Other  Places  where  Food  is  produced  or  sold 

• .  • 

•  .  . 

«  •  • 

14. 

15- 

Piggeries  ... 

(a)  Dairies...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ) 

66 

24 

20 

4 

(b)  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  > 

(c)  Milkshops  ...  ..  ...  ...  ) 

196 

192 

188 

4 

16. 

(a)  Factories 

42 

7 

7 

(b)  Workshops 

1 16 

18 

17 

1 

(c)  Workplaces 

12 

2 

2 

(d)  Outworkers’  Premises 

20 

. .  • 

•  •  • 

17- 

Bakehouses  (Overground) 

52 

10 

10 

18. 

,,  (Underground) 

12 

• .  . 

•  •  • 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

14 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

19. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ... 

. .  • 

•  •  • 

20. 

Smoke  Observations 

12 

7 

7 

21. 

Canal  Boats 

2 

2 

2 

22. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  Re-visits 

520 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

23. 

Miscellaneous  (including  Ashpits,  etc.)... 

674 

18 

394 

38i 

3i 

Totals 

4456 

90 

1 544 

1464 

170 

... 

... 

( Signed )  THOS.  HICKSON. 
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WINSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


^Preliminary  Note.— The  matter  found  on  pages  3  to  9 
inclusive,  is  to  be  taken  here  as  an  integral  part  of  this  Report. 

L.G.B.  Tables. — The  gross  and  nett  population  is  taken  to  be 
the  same.  The  only  public  institution  is  th^Albert  Infirmary, 
which  receives  a  few  cases  from  outside  we  District.  The 
information  asked  for  in  Table  LI.  will  be  found  on  p.  29. 
This  District  is  a  partner  in  a  Joint  Hospital  Board,  (with 
Northwich  R.,  Northwich  IL,  and  Middle wich  U.,)  having  a 
hospital  at  Davenham  with  34  beds  for  3  diseases;  as  well  as 
the  disused  wooden  buildings  at  Marbury,  which  are  now  kept 
for  small-pox.  There  is  no  sanatorium  for  phthisis. 

A.  — Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

( 1 ) . — Physical  features ,  fyc. 

( 2 ) . — Population ,  Social  Conditions ,  Sfc. 

There  is  no  change  in  any  of  the  matters  within  my  knowledge  ; 
but  as  to  several  points  I  have  no  information.  Overcrowding 
is  found  occasionally  (as  elsewhere)  in  individual  cases;  but 
does  not  exist  otherwise. 

B.  — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District.  ) 

Water  Supply. — The  position  is  unchanged  ;  (see  last  A.R. ) 
The  Council  is  still  endeavouring  to  obtain  an  additional  source 
of  supply. 

Rivers  and  Streams. —  No  change.  All  particulars  in  A.R. 
1912. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  houses  in  Station  Road,  about 
160  in  number,  have  now  been  connected  to  the  new  sewer,  and 
2  six-incli  ventshafts  erected ;  besides  3  other  ventshafts  on 
other  sewers.  The  beneficial  effect  of  these  ventshafts  has  been 
so  marked,  that  some  more  will  be  fixed  without  delay  on  the 
sewers  in  Over. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Mr.  Hickson  reports  as  follows  : — 

“  The  approximate  number  of  water  closets  now  in  use  in  the 
“  District  is  1071,  au  increase  of  196  for  the  year ;  185  have 
“been  converted  from  privy-cesspools,  2  from  peat-pail 
“closets,  and  9  have  been  provided  to  new  houses  built 
“during  the  year.” 

“The  number  of  peat-pails  now  in  use  is  514,  a  reduction  of  2 
“for  the  year,  due  to  conversions  to  fresh  water  closets. 

“  The  scavenging  is  performed  by  private  contract,  and  is 
“carried  out  between  the  hours  of  10  p.m.  and  6  a.m.  The 

5 


*This  refers  to  the  Joint  Volume  of  Reports. 
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“  pails  are  emptied,  cleansed,  and  re-charged  with  peat 
“dust  and  vitriol  once  each  week,  a  clean  pail  being  sub¬ 
stituted  at  each  house.  The  manure  is  taken  to  a  depot, 
“  provided  by  the  contractor,  outside  the  District,  and  well 
“  removed  from  inhabited  parts.” 

“  The  approximate  number  of  privy-cesspools  is  869,  a 
“  reduction  o|J85  for  the  year,  this  number  having  been 
“converted  W  fresh  water  closets  during  1914.  The 
“  scavenging  is  done  by  contract  in  the  night-time,  the 
“  manure  being  taken  to  outlying  parts  of  the  District. 
“  This  type  of  closet  is  fast  disappearing,  and  in  a  few  years 
“  will  be  replaced  by  the  water  closet.  The  Council  require 
“  the  provision  of  water  closets  to  new  house  property.” 

I  would  draw  special  attention  to  the  very  satisfactory  nature 
of  these  figures  ;  and  would  remind  you  that  the  whole  work 
has  been  done  by  voluntary  arrangement ;  and  that  in  every 
case  other  and  additional  alterations  and  improvements  to  the 
premises  have  been  effected  at  the  same  time. 

Scavenging . — In  addition  to  that  mentioned  above,  the 
Surveyor  is  in  charge  of  the  scavenging  of  ashes.  Dry  ashpits 
are  emptied  monthly,  and  covered  ash-bins  fortnightly,  the 
contents  being  deposited  at  tips  provided,  or  sanctioned,  by  the 
Council.  T20  covered  ash-bins  have  been  provided  for  houses 
which  previously  had  no  proper  provision. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  District. —  Table  25  gives  the  details 
of  the  Inspector’s  work  on  a  form  prepared  by  the  County 
M.O.H.,  and  obviates  the  necessity  of  referring  to  details  here. 
I  would  again  point  to  the  small  number  of  formal  notices 
required.  The  Inspector  is  at  work  every  day  ;  and  1  accom¬ 
pany  him  to  selected  places  or  matters  on  each  of  my  frequent 
visits.  Further  information  will  be  given  later  under  “  Hous¬ 
ing.”  Another  County  Council  Table  (36,  p,  53,  A.R.  1911) 
has  been  sent  in  manuscript  to  the  County  M.O.H.,  as  it  is 
practically  the  same  as  before,  aud  there  is  no  need  to  print  it 
again. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  he  Controlled  by  Bye-laics 
or  Regulations . — There  are  no  cellar-dwellings,  and  no  offensive 
trades.  There  is  only  one  common  lodging-house  in  the 
District.  The  premises  are  always  clean,  the  house  is  well 
conducted,  and  complies  with  the  regulations.  Vans  used  as 
dwellings  come  into  the  District  at  fairs.  42  visits  were  made 
to  them,  but  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  found,  and  only 
a  few  minor  irregularities  were  noted.  These  were  promptly 
remedied  on  request.  There  are  a  few  pleasure  boats  on  the 
river,  and  a  few  carriages  for  hire  in  the  town.  Bye-laws  have 
now  been  adopted  for  regulating  these. 
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Jan.  29 — Feb.  7. 
Feb.  6 — Feb.  20. 
Feb.  20 — Feb.  28. 
July  14 — July  28. 
May  21 — May  30. 
July  6 — July  18. 


Schools . — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  all 
is  good.  The  following  were  closed  : — 

Jan,  28 — Feb.  14.  Darnhall...  ...  ...  diphtheria 

Whitegate  ...  ...  influenza 

High  Street  Council  ...  measles 

do.  ...  diphtheria 

do.  (Infants  onlyj|  whooping-cough 
Wharton  Infants  ...  measles 

do.  ...  whooping-cough 

The  Schools  are  disinfected  at  all  holidays ;  and  also  when¬ 
ever  specially  closed. 

Food.  (a).  Milk  Supply . — It  is  out  of  my  power  to  certify 
the  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  ;  as  there  is  no  local  action  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act ;  and  milk  is  not  sent  from  the  District 
to  Manchester,  which,  in  some  other  Districts,  is  a  source  of 
information  about  tuberculous  milk,  as  to  which  (as  it  is)  I  have 
no  knowledge. 

Four  reports  of  cattle  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  received  from  the  Police,  and  in  two  cases  the 
animals  were  slaughtered. 

Mr.  Hickson  reports  : — “ Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 180  notices 
“  to  cleanse  and  limewash  premises  have  been  served  on 
“  owners  or  occupiers,  and  subsequent  inspection  showed 
“  that  on  the  whole  the  work  had  been  carried  out.  In  a 
“few  cases  of  default  compliance  with  the  regulations  was 
“  secured.  At  some  of  the  older  buildings,  owing  to  faulty 
“  structure,  consistent  cleanliness  is  difficult  to  maintain. 
“  Surprise  visits  have  been  made  to  the  premises,  at  times 
“  by  myself,  and  often  in  company  with  Dr.  Grarstang, 
“  resulting  in  improved  drainage  and  other  works  required 
“  being  carried  out.  Two  new  cowsheds,  erected  in  com- 
“  pliance  with  modern  methods,  have,  during  the  year,  re- 
“  placed  old  and  defective  buildings,  and  arrangements  are 
“  completed  for  extensive  structural  alterations  in  connection 
“with  two  other  faulty  buildings,  (the  work  to  be  com- 
“  menced  during  the  spring  of  1915)  as  a  result  of  personal 
“negotiation  with  the  owners.  A  copy  of  new  regulations, 
“  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops, 
“  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  which  came  into  force  on  the 
“  1st  January,  1914,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  all 
“  cow- keepers,  etc.” 

Food ,  (b).  Other  Foods. — Unsound  food  was  not  found. 

Food  inspection  is  casual.  The  sanitary  condition  of  premises 
where  it  is  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale,  is  satisfactory 
as  far  as  known.  Bakehouses  are  regularly  inspected,  and 
generally  found  satisfactory. 


Mr.  Hickson  reports  : — “  Slaughter-houses. — There  are  17 
“private  slaughter-houses  in  the  District,  15  being  licensed 
“  and  2  registered.  The  licenses  are  renewed  annually, 
“  In  two  instances  application  for  renewal  has  not  been 
“made,  the  premises  now  being  used  for  other  purposes. 
“  Besides  the  usual  inspections,  frequent  visits  have  been 
“made  to  th^gk places,  and  where  defects  or  irregularities 
“  have  been  iroced,  the  nuisance  has  been  promptly  dealt 
“  with.  The  water  supply,  drainage,  and  general  condition 
“  as  to  cleanliness  at  the  various  premises  is  fairly  good.” 

Food.  ( c ).  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — This  is  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  County  Council. 

Housing. — Mr.  Hickson’s  report  is  as  follows  : — “  Housing 
“  Inspections. — 206  houses  have  been  inspected  by  myself 
“  in  detail,  and  visited  by  Dr.  Garstang,  being  afterwards 
“  made  the  subject  of  conjoint  reports,  from  time  to  time,  to 
“the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council.  They  are 
“  divided  as  follows  : — 90  in  Station  Road,  10  in  Dierden 
“Street,  12  in  Ledward  Street,  11  in  Princess  Street,  23 
“in  Wharton  Road,  and  8  in  Crook  Lane,  a  total  of  152 
“in  Wharton.  Also  6  in  Swanlow  Lane,  2  in  Delamere 
“  Street,  2  in  Geneva  Road,  2  in  Siddorn  Street,  6  in  Royle 
“Street,  6  in  Weaver  Street,  6  in  Ways  Green,  16  in 
“  Gladstone  Street,  and  6  in  High  Street,  a  total  of  52  in 
“  Over.  The  defects  discovered  at  these  inspections  include, 
“  among  other  matters,  insanitary  privies  and  ashpits, 
“defective  drains,  gullies,  and  yard-paving,  want  of  or 
“defective  slopstones  and  fittings,  defective  floors,  rain- 
“  spouts  connected  with  drains,  and  in  a  few  houses  over¬ 
crowding  and  uncleanly  conditions.  At  182  houses,  the 
“  improvements  required  and  suggested  have  been  carried 
“out,  including  182  privy-cesspools  converted  to  water 
“closets,  136  new  house  drains,  with  gullies  and  all  other 
“requisites  connected  and  proper  gradients  to  sewers.  152 
“  rear  yards  newly  paved,  making  impervious  surfaces,  and 
“proper  gradients  to  sewers,  120  covered  galvanised  ash- 
“  bins  provided,  where  proper  arrangements  did  not  exist. 
“110  new  slopstones,  with  lead  piping  and  other  requisites 
“  attached,  and  new  damp  proof  courses  in  connection  with 
“5  houses.  Written  notices  were  served  with  respect  to  18 
“  houses,  the  improvement  at  the  remaining  houses  being 
“  secured  by  personal  negotiation  with  the  owners  or  agents 
“  on  the  site.” 

“The  War  has  materially  retarded  the  arrangements,  and 
“  progress  of  improvements  at  house  property  during  the 
“  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  on  this  account  the  results 
“  achieved  are  not  quite  so  good  as  was  expected.” 
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In  connection  with  this  subject  I  wish  to  point  out  that  every 
house  registered  as  “  inspected  ”  is  also  thoroughly  dealt  with, 
and  put  generally  into  a  satisfactory  state  of  repair.  It  is  not 
merely  entered  in  the  register  and  nothing  more  done.  If  due 
weight  were  given  to  this  certificate  of’ efficiency  of  “  inspection*’ 
I  cannot  think  that  the  Winsf’ord  U.D.  would  appear  in  the  list 
of  Districts  whose  work  is  characterised  as  “j^dequate  ”  by  the 
County  M.O.H.  in  his  A.R.  1913,  p.  312. 

The  number  of  house  inspections  in  Table  25  is  337.  This 
includes  the  above  226  houses  (each  of  which  was  visited  many 
times,  and  so  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection  was  many  times 
greater  than  stated,)  and  131  houses  inspected  in  connection 
with  cases  of  infectious  disease,  (to  which  the  same  remarks 


apply.) 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Sect.  17  ...  ...  ...  206 

„  found  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  of  representations  (for  closing  orders)  ...  ...  0 

,,  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  of  houses  remedied  without  closing  orders  ...  ...  182 

„  of  houses  remedied  after  closing  order  ...  ...  0 


General  character  of  defects  found  : — defective  paving  and 
drainage,  unauthorised  obstructive  out-buildings,  defective  floors, 
damp  walls,  want  of  slopstones,  defective  and  insanitary  privies 
and  ash-pits. 

Overcrowding . — Eight  cases  have  been  dealt  with,  and  in  each 
instance  the  nuisance  has  been  abated. 

The  character  of  the  houses  for  the  working  classes  is  in  most 
cases  quite  satisfactory ;  and  is  improving  each  year  as  the 
worst  cases  are  dealt  with  (as  above).  The  sufficiency  will  of 
*  course  be  measured  by  the  number  of  empties  ;  this  number 
fluctuates  according  to  the  state  of  trade.  The  population  is  not 
perceptibly  growing;  and  absentees  in  connection  with  the  War 
will  cause  the  estimate  for  1915  to  be  diminished  by  700,  or  6*4 
per  cent. 

Supervision  over  the  construction  of  new  houses  is  in  the 
Surveyor’s  hands;  and  as  he  is  independent  of  the  Health 
Department,  he  does  not  report  to  me,  and  I  have  no  informa¬ 
tion  to  give.  On  all  other  points  reference  may  be  made  to 
previous  Reports. 

Workshops. — The  Home  Office  Table  (Table  24)  shows  that 
supervision  is  maintained,  and  that  there  is  little  to  find  fault 
with. 

Mr.  Hickson  says  : — “  These  places  have  been  periodically 
“  visited,  and  any  matters  requiring  attention  have  been 
“dealt  with.  The  sanitary  arrangements  at  many  of  the 
“  factories  are  fairly  good,  and  the  conditions  as  to  cleanli- 
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44  ness  generally  satisfactory.  Improvements  have  been 
44  secured  at  two  factories  and  one  workshop.  Any  matters 
44  reported  by  the  Inspector  of  Factories  have  received 
44  immediate  attention.” 

44  Messrs.  Crook  and  Sons  are  the  only  firm  (clothiers)  who 
44  give  out  home-work.  They  have  supplied  2  lists  of  out- 
44  workers,  each  containing  5  names.  All  premises  were 
44  visited,  and  cases  of  overcrowding  or  infectious  disease 
44  were  found.  The  houses  were  clean,  and  conditions  satis- 
44  factory.” 

C. — Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

1 .  Staff. — Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  Surveyor,  takes  charge  of  the 
water  supply,  sewers,  sewage  disposal,  scavenging,  (except  peat- 
pails),  and  erection  of  new  buildings ;  and  (as  stated  above)  is 
not  regarded  as  a  Public  Health  Officer.  I  am  surprised  that 
the  out-spoken  comment  I  made  in  my  last  A.R.  has  received 
no  attention. 

Everything  else  relating  to  public  health  is  in  Mr.  Hickson’s 
hands,  1914  has  in  general  terms  been  much  like  its  two  pre¬ 
decessors,  but  the  strain  has  not  been  quite  so  great.  Additional 
assistance  is  needed ;  and  it  is  hoped  to  obtain  some  from  the 
Health  Visitor  whom  the  Council  will  shortly  appoint  under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act.  The  status  and  duties  of  the  new 
officer  are  not  yet  defined. 

2.  Hospital. — This  is  fully  described  on  p.  32  of  A.R.  1908. 
It  has  34  beds,  and  serves  an  area  with  some  60,000  inhabitants. 
From  this  District  we  send  to  it  every  case  than  can  properly 
be  removed.  Other  Districts  do  just  the  opposite  ;  and  it  is 
probably  to  this  action  on  their  part  that  we  owe  the  ability  of 
the  hospital  to  receive  all  our  patients.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  administration. 

Table  17  shows  that  84  cases  of  diphtheria  were  removed  in 
1914  (82*3  per  cent,  of  cases)  ;  and  12  cases  of  scarlet  fever  (57 
per  cent,  of  cases);  and  2  cases  of  enteric  fever  (100  per  cent, 
of  cases),  A  few  more  would  have  been  removed  but  that  the 
hospital  was  several  times  taxed  to  its  full  capacity. 

3.  Administration  of  local  Acts  or  general  Adoptive  Acts.— 
No  Local  Acts.  Adopted  Acts  : — Infectious  Diseases  Pre¬ 
vention  Act;  P.H.A.A.  Act  1890;  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV„  of 
P.H.A.A.  Act  1907.  Their  administration  is  in  the  routine 
work  of  the  department,  as  and  when  they  apply  to  a  particular 
case. 

To  these  will  be  added  on  April  1st,  1915,  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act. 
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4.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — The  former  goes  to 
the  County  Analyst,  the  latter  to  Professor  Delepine’s  laboratory. 
The  specimens  sent  to  the  latter  in  1914  were  31  diphtheria,  (6 
positive  results),  5  enteric,  (1  positive),  13  tuberculosis,  (0 
positive).  Considering  that  there  were  102  cases  of  diphtheria, 

31  examinations  is  a  very  modest  number;  only  6  of  the 
examinations  were  positive,  and  therefore  the  cases  are  included 
in  the  102  ;  the  balance  of  which  were  nofp/ed  (it  is  therefore 
obvious)  on  clinical  symptoms  alone;  and  the  25  negative 
results  will  thus  be  seen  to  be  a  measure  of  the  attempts  to  dis¬ 
cover  unrecognised  cases  among  contacts.  The  same  considera¬ 
tions  will  apply  to  4  of  the  enteric,  and  all  13  of  the  tuberculosis, 
examinations. 

D. — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Acute  Infectious  Dis¬ 
eases — Table  17  shows  that  we  had  a  sufficiently  busy  and 
anxious  year,  though  easier  than  either  of  its  two  immediate 
predecessors.  All  the  same,  if  diphtheria  could  be  eliminated, 
it  would  be  a  commonplace  year,  hardly  worth  detailed  examina¬ 
tion,  and  this  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  concentration  of 
interest  and  attention  on  diphtheria. 

Diphtheria. — This  epidemic  which  commenced  in  1906  or  1907, 
lasted  3  or  4  years,  died  away  for  2  years,  and  has  since  blazed 
up  furiously  for  3  years,  is  worthy  of  detailed  study,  for  its  cause  ! 
and  its  progress  remain  nearly  as  much  a  mystery,  after  8  years’ 
investigation,  as  at  first. 

The  facts,  beginning  with  1907,  are  embodied  in  tabular  form 
thus  : — 


Year. 

Cases. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

in 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

at 

Home. 

Total  Deaths 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

0. 

W. 

T. 

0. 

W. 

T. 

0. 

W. 

0 

W. 

T. 

1907 

12 

8 

20 

9 

3 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

25  0 

1908 

23 

6 

29 

19 

4 

23 

2 

— 

1 

1 

4 

13  8 

1909 

22 

3 

25 

9 

1 

10 

1 

— 

3 

— 

4 

16  0 

1910 

7 

1 

8 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

12  5 

1911 

8 

1 

9 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

00 

1912 

16 

30 

46 

8 

30 

38 

1 

8 

1 

— 

10 

21  7 

1913 

46 

74 

120 

34 

67 

101 

2 

1 

— 

3 

6 

5*0 

1914 

78 

24 

102 

54 

23 

84 

2 

■ 

1 

3 

2'9 

Note: — O  — Over,  W  =  Wharton,  T  =  Total. 
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xlaving  spent  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  preparing  these 
statistics,  I  confess  I  find  myself  at  a  loss  to  explain  them. 

268  cases  in  the  last  3  years  is  2*5  per  cent,  of  the  population. 
223  were  removed  to  hospital,  being  83  per  cent,  of  cases.  19 
deaths  are  7  per  cent,  of  cases,  and  a  death-rate  of  0*6  per  1000 
per  annum. 

The  year  1914  itself  has  had  cases  to  the  amount  of  0*9  per 
cent,  of  the  popul  ^£>n,  but  the  deaths  are  only  2*9  of  the  cases, 
and  the  death-rate  only  0*26. 

The  heavy  mortality  in  1912  was  due  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
population  as  to  the  supreme  importance  of  prompt  action. 
Although  the  next  two  years  have  shown  a  great  increase  in 
cases,  the  case  mortality  and  the  death-rate  have  fallen  even 
more  markedly  ;  and  for  this  satisfactory  feature  we  may  per¬ 
haps  claim  some  credit  for  our  Sanitary  Administration. 

Remembering  that  Over  has  twice  the  population  of  Wharton, 
the  72  cases  in  Over  in  5  years  1907  to  1911  indicate  twice  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  there  as  the  19  cases  in  Wharton.  But 
in  the  2  years  1912  and  1913  the  104  cases  in  Wharton  indicate 
very  nearly  four  times  the  incidence  of  the  disease  there  as  the 
62  cases  in  Over.  In  1914  the  ratio  (always  in  proportion  to 
population)  was  Over  13  to  Wharton  8.  The  Wharton  cases 
however  mainly  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the 
Over  cases  in  the  later  part.  The  change  of  incidence  from 
Wharton  to  Over  took  place  gradually  throughout  the  year, 
and  it  is  a  most  extraordinary  coincidence,  if  it  be  not  the  cause, 
that  it  exactly  accompanied  the  completion  of  repairs  to  the 
houses  in  Station  Road  and  the  connection  of  the  drains  to  the 
new  main  sewer. 

The  details  for  1914  are  as  follows  : — 


Cases 

occurred. 

Total. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Total. 

Died. 

Remarks. 

1914 

O. 

w. 

O. 

w. 

O.  W. 

Jan.  ... 

8 

4 

12 

i 

4 

11 

-  - 

Feb.  ... 

20 

4 

24 

18 

4 

22 

1  “ 

death  in  Hosp. 

Mar.  ... 

9 

6 

15 

7 

5 

12 

2  1  — 

one  death  in  Hosp.  ; 

April ... 

10 

— 

10 

5 

— 

5 

one  at  home 

May  ... 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

—  — 

June  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

July  ... 

3 

2 

5 

— 

2 

2 

—  — 

Aug.  ... 

8 

— 

8 

8 

_ 

8 

—  — 

Sep.  ... 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

—  I  — 

\ 

Oct.  ... 

7 

3 

10 

5 

3 

8 

Nov.  ... 

5 

3 

8 

4 

3 

7 

; 

Dec.  ... 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

i  _ 

78 

24 

102 

61 

23 

84 

3  — 

| 
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1  should  like  to  add  here  Mr.  Hickson’s  report,  which,  though 
in  general  terms,  is  specially  applicable  to  these  cases  : — 

“  138  houses  where  infectious  disease  has  occurred,  also  12 
“houses  where  dirty  conditions  obtained  have  been  dis¬ 
infected.  12  lots  of  infected  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  have 
“  been  disinfected  at  the  steam  disinfector,  Davenham 
“  Hospital.  3  lots  of  bedding,  etc.,  have  been  destroyed. 
“2  privy-cesspools  have  been  specially  W'avenged  and  the 
“  contents  buried,  after  cases  of  enteric  fever  ;  and  all  privy- 
“  cesspools  and  pail-closets  have  been  specially  dealt  with 
“at  houses  where  infectious  disease  occurred.  Nine  schools 
“  have  been  twice  disinfected  during  the  holidays,  and  4 
“  schools  have  been  specially  disinfected  following  closure 
“  through  infectious  disease;  also  10  houses  have  been  dis- 
“  infected  after  deaths  from  phthisis.” 

“  All  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  received  personal  atten¬ 
tion  immediately  on  being  notified;  the  infected  house 
“has  been  visited,  the  case  investigated,  and  the  particulars 
“registered.  Where  possible  the  patient  has  been  promptly 
“removed  to  hospital,  when  this  was  undesirable,  measures 
“  of  isolation  have  been  adopted.  On  the  recovery,  or 
“death,  or  removal  of  a  patient  to  hospital,  disinfection  of 
“the  premises  affected  has  been  carried  out  forthwith.” 

This  is  a  brief  and  modest  account  of  an  enormous  amount  of 
investigation  work  most  carefully  carried  out  by  Mr.  Hickson. 
It  enables  me  to  make  the  following  statement,  strange  as  it 
sounds,  that  in  nearly  all  cases  there  was  no  special  information 
to  be  obtained.  Only  in  one  or  tvvo  instances  was  personal 
contact  the  probable  cause.  Where  two  children  have  attended 
the  same  school,  or  two  young  women  have  worked  in  the  same 
room  at  the  salt-works,  enquiries  have  failed  to  find  other 
suspicious  cases,  nor  have  further  cases  followed  from  the 
suspected  school  or  room.  I  cannot  bring  myself  finally  to 
accept  the  view  I  have  previously  expressed  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  hesitation,  that  the  District  is  pervaded  by  an 
intangible  poison  which  at  present  is  causing  diphtheria  in  about 
one  per  cent,  of  the  population  each  year  ;  and  that  this  poison 
is  probably  the  result  of  general  insanitary  condition's  which 
have  existed  from  time  immemorial.  To  this  I  feel  that  it  is  a 
fair  objection  to  ask  why  then  are  not  other  old  towns  similarly 
affected  ?  and  I  have  no  reply,  because  I  know  that  Winsford, 
at  its  worst,  has  never  been  half  as  bad  as  some  other  towns  that 
could  be  mentioned,  which  do  not  suffer.  The  only  alternative 
is  to  imagine  that  an  enormous  number  of  “  carriers  ”  exist.  If 
we  could  “  swab  ”  the  whole  population,  we  might  find  them  ; 
but  that  of  course  is  impracticable.  And  in  that  very  unsatis¬ 
factory  state  I  must  leave  the  matter  for  the  present. 


Erysipelas . — 3  cases  ;  of  no  importance. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 21  cases,  12  removed  to  hospital,  no  deaths. 
Although  overshadowed  by  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria,  these 
cases  were  dealt  with  in  a  thorough  manner.  In  Wharton  there 
was  1  case  in  February,  1  in  June,  2  in  August,  and  1  in 
October.  In  Over  there  was  1  case  in  January,  2  in  April,  1 
in  May,  1  in  in  2  in  September,  1  in  October,  and 

5  in  December.  Bs  enumeration  by  dates  is  sufficient  to  show 
that  fortunately  the  disease  never  threatened  serious  trouble. 

Enteric  Fever. — 2  cases,  both  removed  to  hospital,  both 
recovered.  One  was  in  May  and  one  in  September.  The  former 
was  confirmed  bacteriologically,  the  latter  was  “negative”  ;  the 
latter  was  discharged  on  December  5th  and  was  followed  by 
another  case  in  the  same  house  a  month  later  (which  will  appear 
in  the  returns  for  1915). 

Puerperal  Fever. —  1  case,  in  April,  died  5  days  after  notifica¬ 
tion.  The  case  was  enquired  into  by  the  County  M.O.H.,  and 
the  midwife  in  attendance  was  exonerated  from  blame. 

Poliomyelitis. — One  death  was  registered  as  occurring  from 
this  disease  in  Over  on  May  20th,  a  girl  of  17  years.  The  case 
had  not  been  notified  ;  and  nothing  more  appears  to  have  been 
known  about  it. 

Minor  Infectious  Diseases. — 80  cases  of  measles,  70  of  whooping- 
cough,  30  of  chicken-pox,  and  3  of  mumps,  were  reported  from 
various  schools,  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year. 
Doubtless  other  cases  existed.  Mr.  Hickson  gave  as  much 
attention  to  them  as  his  other  heavy  duties  permitted.  See 
List  of  Schools  closed,  antea.  Four  deaths  occurred  from 
whooping-cough. 

E. — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Tuberculosis. — Table 

2  on  page  5  gives  the  complete  figures.  Of  notifications 
received  in  1914  there  were  4  males  and  8  females  (pulmonary)  ; 
and  3  males  and  5  females  (non-pulmonary ).  The  ages  were 
5 — 15,  3  ;  15 — 25,  5  ;  35 — 45,  3  ;  45 — 55,  1  ;  (pulmonary) ;  1 — 5, 

3  ;  5  — 15,  2  ;  15 — 25,  1  ;  35 — 45,  1  ;  55—65,  1  ;  (non-pul¬ 
monary). 

(a)  Each  case  is  visited  by  the  M.O.H.  as  soon  as  con¬ 
venient  ;  and  he  is  always  in  possession  of  some  information 
about  the  patient  and  patient’s  family  from  Mr.  Hickson’s  fund 
of  local  knowledge ;  (5)  subsequent  visits  are  made  by  the 
M.O.H.  at  his  discretion;  and  Mr.  Hickson  keeps  a  constant 
and  unobtrusive  watch  on  the  case  ;  (c)  there  are  no  arrange¬ 
ments  (that  is,  there  is  no  Staff)  for  the  detection  of  un¬ 
recognised  cases ;  but  the  local  medical  men  supply  this 
deficiency  to  a  certain  extent;  ( d )  there  are  no  tuberculosis 
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officers  or  nurses  available,  so  jar  as  I  know ,  except  at  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Crewe  (which  may  be  of 
service  in  the  future,  but  was  not  established  during  the  year 
under  review);  (e)  disinfectants  are  supplied  on  request ;  dis¬ 
infection  of  premises  and  bedding  is  carried  out  after  a  death, 
and  at  any  time  on  request. 

Two  cases  were  sent  to  a  Sanatorium  by  tWCounty  Insurance 
Committee. 

F. — Investigation  of  other  Diseases.  —  Reference  to  Table 
18  shows  that  there  was  no  prevalence  (as  judged  by  occurrence 
of  deaths)  of  any  other  disease  that  called  for  special  investiga¬ 
tion.  There  were  not  even  any  deaths  from  epidemic  diarrhoea; 
the  three  deaths  from  gastro-enteritis  occurred  one  in  April  and 
two  in  November,  and  so  were  well  outside  the  season  for 
epidemic  cases.  Rickets  is  not  recorded  ;  acute  rheumatism  was 
absent ;  and  7  deaths  from  pneumonia  do  not  constitute 
“excessive  prevalence.”  Food  poisoning  is  unknown.  There 
is  no  local  information  as  to  syphilis  or  gonorrhoea. 

G.  — Means  for  preventing  Mortality  in  Child-birth  and  in 

Infancy. — There  were  14  certified  midwives  (only  3  qualified), 
in  the  District,  of  whom  4  do  scarcely  any  work ;  all  are 
regularly  visited  and  inspected  by  mvself  as  deputy  for  the 
County  M.O.H.  The  number  grows  less  each  year;  having 
originally  been  25.  4  have  died  (in  the  10  years),  4  have  been 

persuaded  to  retire  voluntarily,  and  3  have  been  struck  off  the 
Roll.  During  1914  three  still-births  only  were  reported. 

The  Council  has  adopted  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and 
it  will  come  into  force  on  April  1st,  1915.  No  arrangements 
have  yet  been  definitely  made  for  its  administration.  In  a  small 
District  like  this  no  work  has  hitherto  been  done  by  the 
authority  for  the  welfare  of  mothers  or  expectant  mothers,  or 
for  the  prevention  of  infant  mortality,  or  generally  for  child 
welfare ;  or  for  the  prevention  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
(  The  last  sentence  I  believe  applies  to  most  oj  the  authorities  in 
the  County;  Ido  not  mean  to  imply  that  Win sj or d  is  behind  its 
neighbours .  I  am  simply  ploughing  stolidly  through  the  subjects 
which  I  am  definitely  ordered  to  report  upon). 

The  infant  mortality  figure  is  104  (per  1000)  calculated  on  28 
deaths  and  270  births.  It  should  be  stated  that  the  28  deaths 
include  no  less  than  14  from  the  unsatisfactory  cause  of  “  prema¬ 
turity,  debility,  convulsions,  &c.”.  and  in  one  case  premature 
triplets  died,  and  in  another  case  premature  twins.  Had  these 
been  single  births,  the  28  would  have  been  only  25,  and  the 
figure  93. 

H.  — Vital  Statistics. — These  will  be  found  in  Tables  16 
to  21.  The  birth-rate,  24*9,  is  0*4  lower  than  the  5  years’ 
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average,  but  is  3*0  above  the  Rate  for  Rural  England  and 
Wal  es.  The  death-rate,  1 1 T ,  is  2*5  below  the  average,  and  is 
IT  below  the  Rate  for  the  country.  The  infant  mortality  figure, 
104,  is  15  below  the  average,  but  11  above  the  Rate  for  the 
country. 

Table  18  shows  3  deaths  from  diphtheria,  4  from  whooping 
cough,  and  1  fron^Jiarrhoea,  as  whole  of  the  “  zymotic  ” 
mortality  for  the  ^Kr  ;  and  as  the  case  of  diarrhoea  occurred 
outside  the  District,  the  other  7  cases  are  equivalent  to  a  rate 
of  0*6.  49  deaths  occurred  at  over  65  years  ;  and  28  under  1 

year.  Among  the  deaths  ascribed  to  “  other  defined  diseases  ” 
were  1  7  ascribed  simply  to  old  age,  8  to  cerebral  diseases,  and  7 
to  diseases  of  the  kidney  and  bladder.  The  remaining  Tables 
are  self-explanatory.  I  draw  attention  as  usual  to  22  and  23, 
which  are  in  my  opinion  among  the  most  valuable  of  all  prepared. 
I  have  given  my  reasons  for  this  belief  many  times,  and  need 
not  repeat  them. 

Printing  and  Distribution  of  Report. — This  has  always  been 
done  as  suggested.  The  Council  asks  me  to  draw  the  special 
attention  of  the  L.G,B.  to  the  good  record  of  sanitary  work 
done  during  1914,  and  this  1  have  much  pleasure  in  doing,  for  I 
believe  it  to  have  been,  along  with  that  for  the  preceding  year, 
ji  record  of  which  both  the  Inspector  and  the  Council  may 
legitimately  be  proud. 

Inspector’s  Report. —  Mr.  Hickson  has  made  his  usual  valuable 
and  carefully  compiled  annual  report  to  me,  and  it  is  all 
embodied  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  Report,  except  only  the 
reference  to  Canal  Boats.  There  is  only  one  boat  now  on  the 
Register,  and  this  was  inspected  twice,  and  some  small  matters 
remedied. 

Certain  other  Matters. —In  his  A.R.  1913  the  County 
M.O.H.  invites  more  detailed  information  on  certain  specified 
subjects,  which  therefore  I  have  pleasure  in  adding. 

(/).  Infant  Mortality  Figures. — These  were  published  in 
1908  in  decennial  groups,  viz.  : 

1878—1887  144 

1888  —  1897  144 

1898—1907  126 

to  which  can  now  be  added  a  quinquennial  group, 

1908—1912  121 

and  two  individual  years, 

1913  151 

1914  104 

(see  G). 

One  death  (F.,  28  days),  was  attributed  to  convulsions  only; 
two  to  “  debility  at  birth  ”  ;  and  9  to  prematurity.  The  “  special 
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factors”  in  this  District  include  (a)  the  larger  percentage  (than 
the  average)  of  persons  of  the  working  class;  ( b )  the  absence 
of  any  organisation  which  could  exercise  an  educational  in¬ 
fluence ;  (c)  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  leading  to  occasional 
periods  of  diminished  wages  and  partial  deprivation  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  ;  and  (d)  a  somewhat  low  standard,  in  the  past, 
of  domestic  sanitation. 

(2) .  Illegitimate  Births . — I  have  no  information  beyond  that 
given  in  Table  19. 

(3) .  Still-births . — I  have  no  information  beyond  that  given 
above  in  Gr. 

(4) .  Phthisis . — Table  2  and  Table  18  agree  in  recording  10 
deaths  due  to  tubercle,  (see  E.)  This  is  equivalent  to  a  Rate 
of  0*87,  equally  divided  between  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
classes. 

(5) .  Other  Tubercular  Diseases. — See  (4),  and  (E).  An 
endeavour  will  be  made  in  1915  to  collect  the  information  asked 
for. 

(6) .  Cancer  Classification. — This  was  formerly  always  given  ; 
and  was  discontinued  only  because  no  one  seemed  to  want  it. 

9  cases  are  equivalent  to  a  Rate  of  0*78. 


F. 

65 

breast. 

F. 

45 

breast. 

M. 

46 

larynx. 

F. 

85 

face. 

F. 

76 

breast. 

F. 

54 

breast. 

M. 

38 

liver. 

M. 

15 

orbit. 

F. 

67 

stomach. 

(7).  Alcoholism. — No  means  of  obtaining  information. 

(#).  Vaccination. —  I  ceased  publishing  any  figures  after  1910, 
because  the  latest  Act  had  largely  destroyed  their  value ; 
and  because  there  is  no  arrangement  whereby  the  M.O.H.is 
supplied  with  them.  (The  District  Vaccination  Officers  are 
Poor  Law  Officers,  and  the  M.O.H.  has  no  power  to  demand 
their  returns.) 

(9).  Erysipelas. — 3  cases  notified  were  not  worthy  of  com¬ 
ment. 

Conclusion. — I  wish  again  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness 
to  Mr.  Hickson  for  much  invaluable  assistance  throughout  the 
year ;  and  to  the  Council  for  its  constant  confidence  and 
support.  This  happy  position  has  only  been  attained  by  slow 
degrees  in  a  score  of  years ;  and  it  adds  to  my  regret  that  a 
termination  of  my  service  must  follow  in  the  near  future. 

T.  W.  H.  GARSTANG,  D  P.H. 

February  28th ,  1915. 
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